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What is your own background brie�y?

I have always been involved in entrepreneurial activities at di�erent stages of my working life, as a restaurateur in

Dublin and West Cork.

As far back as my time in Macquarie Bank in Sydney to my work with the island development co-operative on Cape

Clear, West Cork, innovation and developing new ideas have been central to my work.  And so, heading up the

Hincks Centre for Entrepreneurship at Cork Institute of Technology seems a good match!

What do you do in you current role?

Inclusive, sustainable and innovative entrepreneurship education and research is the foundation of all my work at

the Hincks since my appointment in January 2018.  But turning to 2019 at the Hincks Centre; we co-designed and

delivered training programmes in universities in Vietnam and South Africa, collaborated with education and

industry partners across Europe, from Sweden, Finland and UK to Turkey, Greece and Spain and many in between.

Closer to home in Cork city, the Hincks Centre designed and currently delivering a community training programme

to eight towns in the region. In-house, we set up and support a new peer-to-peer community of practice for

entrepreneurship educators and researchers and we ran the very successful annual Enterprise Camp for second

level in August and the annual APPrentice competition during CITs Innovation Week.

My role as Head of the Hincks allows me to work with the most amazing team, with researchers from di�erent

departments across CIT, visiting researchers and educators from USA, South Africa and Germany, and that was

only in the past 12 months.  We have won many awards, including the Asia Matters award for the ‘Best Educational

Project’ for our work in the Central Highlands region of Vietnam.

This Irish Aid, co-funded project, provides funding for CIT educators to design and deliver cutting-edge

entrepreneurship programme to University students in DaNang, Kontom and many other cities in the region.

My Ph.D. was based on the economics of innovation and speci�cally on the impact of human capital on innovation

in small �rms. Like most research, the topic has shaped most of my work.  From the, ‘why’, ‘where’ and ‘when’ type

questions to the ‘so what’ questions on how our research and training impacts on our students’ education,

entrepreneurship and public policy. That’s a lifetime of curiosity, and the value and joy of applied research.

What does CIT aim to do?

CIT aims to empower individuals and enrich society through innovative use of knowledge. We provide student-

centred, career-focused education and research for the bene�t of the students and the broader society in the

region and beyond.  Hincks’ research and project outputs tie �rmly with this mission, preparing students for a

portfolio career. It might not be today or tomorrow or next year students start their own business but hopefully,

with the knowledge they gain from their time in CIT, it is a career option they can consider sometime.

What are your sources of inspiration?

I get great insights into new thinking from my work as a reviewer for top academic journals as well as attending

conferences.   Listening to podcasts is my go to driving companion, as I drive to and from work, on my walks

around the beautiful Cape Clear Island.  (The HBR IDEACAST, Inside Social Innovation and Social Entrepreneurship

& Innovation to name but a few.)
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Any particular projects you’d like to cover in more detail?

A project which may be of interest to the tech sector in developing goods/services for this ever-increasing sector:

The European funded SilverSMEs project.

SilverSMEs aims to improve the implementation of Regional Policies for SMEs competitiveness by taking better

advantage of opportunities derived from the Silver Economy.

Importantly, by supporting the development of new SMEs in the Silver Economy, an intrinsic objective is to

generate services and goods that will contribute to improve the quality of life within an ageing society, in particular

in rural or remote EU areas.

Contact, hinckscentre@cit.ie (mailto:hinckscentre@cit.ie) or Dr Aisling ConwayLenihan for more details on the

SilverSMEs project.  Aisling.conway@cit.ie (mailto:Aisling.conway@cit.ie)

https://hincks.cit.ie/index.cfm/page/silversmes (https://hincks.cit.ie/index.cfm/page/silversmes)

https://hincks.cit.ie/index.cfm/page/viewNews?id=494 (https://hincks.cit.ie/index.cfm/page/viewNews?id=494)

More information on the Hincks Centre for Entrepreneurship Excellence see our webpage https://hincks.cit.ie/

(https://hincks.cit.ie/)

And follow us on twitter @hinckscentre

Or Helen.mcguirk@cit.ie (mailto:Helen.mcguirk@cit.ie)

Silver SMEs
@Silver_SMEs

Our 6th newsletter will soon be out, with:
#SMEs opportunities for dependent #ageing
#AgeFriendly cities in County Cork
Good Practices for dependent seniors

& much more, subscribe now interregeurope.us18.list-
manage.com/subscribe?u=a5…
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More about Irish Tech News and Business Showcase here (https://irishtechnews.ie/)

FYI the ROI for you is => Irish Tech News now gets over 1.5 million monthly views, and up to 900k monthly unique

visitors, from over 160 countries. We have over 860,000 relevant followers on Twitter on our various accounts &

were recently described as Ireland’s leading online tech news site and Ireland’s answer to TechCrunch, so we can

o�er you a good audience!

Since introducing desktop noti�cations a short time ago, which notify readers directly in their browser of new

articles being published, over 30,000 people have now signed up to receive them ensuring they are instantly kept

up to date on all our latest content. Desktop noti�cations o�er a unique method of serving content directly to

veri�ed readers and bypass the issue of content getting lost in people’s crowded news feeds.

Drop us a line if you want to be featured, guest post, suggest a possible interview, or just let us know what you

would like to see more of in our future articles. We’re always open to new and interesting suggestions for

informative and di�erent articles. Contact us, by email, twitter or whatever social media works for you and hopefully

we can share your story too and reach our global audience.

Irish Tech News
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at Simon@IrishTechNews.ie (mailto:Simon@IrishTechNews.ie) or on Twitter: @SimonCocking
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